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As 2022 draws to a close and we begin to prepare for the new 
year, I am excited to share our winter newsletter with you. This 
annual communication highlights the first few months of the 
2022-23 school year and provides valuable information as to 
what lies ahead. In addition to this publication, you can find  
up-to-date information on various topics and events by 
accessing our District website, www.aldenschools.org, and following us on Twitter  
@AldenCSD.

After nearly two and a half years, it has been wonderful to return to traditional activities 
and events without restrictions. Homecoming activities included in-person Athletic 
Wall of Fame inductions, a variety of athletic events, the parade and a return to the 
gymnasium for the Homecoming Dance on September 17.

Each of our schools have been able to re-open their doors to families over the last few 
months to share curriculum information, organize student supply drop-off prior to the 
start of the school year, PTO events, such as Intermediate and Primary School Book 
Fairs as well as the Primary School’s Family STEM Night in October and other activity 
nights. We look forward to the coming weeks as our traditional holiday concerts and 
student performances kick-off. Please check the website or the District calendars sent 
in the mail for specific concerts and dates.

Our District continues to host an array of Section VI championships that bring 
thousands of visitors to our campus and community. The Joe Panza Trail provided a 
challenging course for grades 7-12 cross country athletes as they participated in the 
annual Bulldog Stampede on October 15. Section VI runners returned on November 
4 to compete for individual and team championships. The new Aquatics Center was 
once again the venue for the girls’ Section VI Diving Championships on November 3. 
Several sectional field hockey games were played at Alden Sports Park beginning on 
October 24. I want to thank our local businesses for welcoming and accommodating 
families from all around western New York.

As we turn our calendars to December, I would like to remind you of the procedures 
we follow when delaying or closing schools. Every attempt will be made to arrive at  
a decision as soon as possible. Announcements will be communicated via Twitter  
(@AldenCSD), to registered Robo-Call users, District website (www.aldenschools.org), 
and through local television/radio networks. If the District is closed, all community 
education, recreation, extracurricular activities and the YMCA program will also be 
cancelled. In the event school is delayed two hours, our buildings will open two hours 
later than a regular school day. Parents and students can anticipate transportation pick-
up two hours later as well. After-school activities are permitted when school is delayed 
by two hours.

On behalf of the ACS faculty, staff, students and Board of Education, I wish you the 
very best this holiday season and good health and happiness throughout 2023!

Sincerely,

Adam Stoltman 
Superintendent of Schools

Coloring Book
Celebrates Alden
Community, History
It is a most wonderful feeling to see a 
special project come to fruition, but it is 
an even more amazing experience to be 
able to share it with hundreds of students, 
faculty and staff 
members! Alden 
High School 
artists Lexie 
H., Taylor L., 
Olivia O., and 
Grace S. did just 
that when they 
represented 
their Advanced 
Drawing and Painting class and presented 
their Alden, New York-inspired coloring 
book project to the students at Alden 
Primary School and Alden Intermediate 
School. What started as a twinkling of 
an idea culminated in an explosion of 
cheering and glee as each elementary 
student received their very own copy of the 
coloring book!

To begin this intensive project, Mrs. 
Cometto’s Advanced Drawing and Painting 
students were asked to ponder their 
hometown and reflect on the places, sites 
and images that held cherished memories 
and significant personal meaning to them. 
This led the students to complete a walking 
tour of Alden, develop countless sketches 
and ideas and dive into historical research. 
Next, the artists worked hard to develop 

Continued on next page
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ACS Provides Wellness Activities 
to Staff on Opening Day
In an ongoing effort to increase awareness and regulation of emotions, decrease anxiety 
and depression and provide language and leadership for the entire ACS community, 
opening day for staff on August 29 began with a menu of wellness activities. This was done 
to demonstrate the District’s commitment to creating a nurturing and healthy environment 
for not only ACS students, but for the staff as well. It is the belief that student wellness 
begins with staff members, no matter their role, inspiring the District’s dedication to social-
emotional health for all.

Their hour-long sessions, prior to beginning their training and work, included such topics as 
“Journaling as Mindful Practice,” “Creating Art as Mindful Practice” and “Staying Healthy 
During Your Busy Day.” Some physical activities included lap walking around the track, a 
loop walk through the Joe Panza Nature Trail, free swim in the Aquatics Center, yoga and 
KanJam. Overall, the day was met with positive feedback from staff, and it was a beautiful 
day for the outdoor activities.

Alden CSD to Open Family Center
The Alden Central School District is thrilled to announce the opening of the Alden Family 
Center! The center is supported by federal American Rescue Plan funds as well as Every 
Student Succeeds Act funds (Title IV) and we plan to be up and running by the end of 
January 2023.

The Alden Family Center will offer a variety of services and educational information for students 
and families including linkage with community resources, homework help, developing home 
rewards systems, limiting technology use and encouraging digital citizenship, social-emotional 
wellbeing at home and adaptive skill development. The Alden Family Center will also work in 
collaboration with community partners to offer educational sessions.

The Alden Family Center will be coordinated by Helena Destro, Districtwide school 
psychologist. Additional updates can be found at the website www.aldenschools.org/
Page/14800.

We look forward to supporting all the wonderful families of Alden.

Coloring Book 
Celebrates
continued from page 1

illustrations that would lend themselves 
to easily enjoyable coloring pages while 
still maintaining the artists’ individual 
style. What 
developed 
was a coloring 
book that 
featured a 
collection of 
Alden sites, 
memories 
and local 
treasures, 
infused with a spirited Bulldog theme. 
The illustrations became a celebration of 
what makes Alden special. In turn, the 
project has become the students’ gift to 
our community in recognition of Alden’s 
bicentennial.

With the incredible support of the 
Alden Central School District and High 
School administration, along with 
the encouragement of principals Mr. 
Mikulski and Mr. Stepnick, our High 
School artists were able to create and 
produce coloring books for all of the 
elementary students and share their 
learning process and experience. 
Their work has become a grand and 
meaningful way to connect all ages of 
students with Alden’s 200-year history 
and to share our Bulldog pride.

Community Education Program 
Offers Exciting Programs
Our Community Education program is off to a great start. We offered over 70 programs for 
our fall session. Many new courses were available to our community this session and we are 
hoping to grow our spring program with new and exciting offerings. Do you have a skill to 
share? We are always looking for new instructors with an interesting skill or talent to share 
with our community. Call our Community Education office at 716-937-9116, ext. 4124 for 
more information. Our Spring 2023 catalogs will be mailed out mid-January and will also be 
available on the District’s website. Keep an eye out for some great opportunities.
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Universal Pre-Kindergarten
Offered For 2023-24 School Year

School Bus Safety in Winter Weather
It’s November, which means that winter will soon be here. The buses are ready and the snow 
tires are on! Amidst the holiday planning and preparations will come cold temperatures, 
snow and ice. This change in season means additional cold weather safety precautions for 
students who ride the school bus, and the drivers that travel the same streets. 

Cold Weather Safety Tips for Students:
1. Dress appropriately for the weather. Wear coats, hats, gloves and boots. Make sure hats 

or face coverings don’t obstruct vision, and boots can be easily walked in. Try to find 
outerwear that is bright-colored and reflective for better visibility to drivers.

2. Allow extra time to get to the bus stop. If the sidewalk or street is covered in snow and 
ice, students will need to walk more slowly to get to their stops. Wait safely back from 
the road.

3. Don’t play around at the bus stop. Stay off of snow piles and don’t push or shove. 
Doing so could cause students to fall on the ice and become injured.

4. Cross 15 feet in front of the bus. If it’s snowing, the driver may have more trouble seeing 
students, so make sure to leave plenty of room.

5. Use the handrail when getting on and off the bus. The steps are likely to be slippery 
due to wet and snowy boots.

Cold Weather Safety Tips for Drivers:
1. Slow down! This is a good rule of thumb in any winter driving situation, but it’s 

especially important when driving near school zones or buses. Driving on ice will mean 
less time to slow down and stop for students or other vehicles.

2. Turn headlights on. It may be more difficult to see students in snowstorms.
3. Pay attention. Again, another good rule for any season, but especially important in 

winter. Don’t use your phone or change the radio, but keep your eyes on the road at all 
times. Students are unpredictable – especially in the winter.

Preschool Program Available for Alden School District Residents
Alden Central School District is excited to continue offering our tuition-free Universal Pre-
Kindergarten (UPK) program for the 2023-24 school year. The UPK program follows the 
District calendar and runs five days per week. Parent transportation is a requirement for 
participation in the program. Alden CSD collaborates with community partners to provide 
eligible students with a quality, developmentally appropriate UPK experience. Important 
information regarding the UPK program can be found on the District website by using the 
following link: www.aldenschools.org/upk.

Families interested in learning more about the UPK program are invited to come to an 
informational session on Wednesday, January 25, 2023, at 6 p.m. at the Alden High School 
auditorium at 13190 Park Street, Alden, N.Y.

To Be Eligible to Attend Universal Pre-Kindergarten:
• Child’s family must reside in the Alden Central School District
• Child must turn four years old on or by December 1, 2023
• The completed registration packet and all required paperwork must be turned in to  

our Central Registrar no later than Wednesday, March 1 to be eligible to participate 
in the lottery.

How To Apply:
• Download from our District website at www.aldenschools.org/upk or
• Request an application by emailing your name, phone number, and address to 

ppiegdon@aldenschools.org, or call 716-937-9116 ext. 4172

• Mail completed packets to: 
Attention: Patti Piegdon 
Alden Central School District - 13190 Park Street, Alden, NY 14004

Notice Regarding 
Student Residency
The Board of Education of the Alden 
Central School District is committed to 
providing District students with positive 
educational opportunities. Accordingly, 
in order to maximize the use of District 
resources, the District will make every 
effort to identify and exclude any 
students who are not authorized to 
attend the District’s schools. Only 
students who actually reside within 
District boundaries are legally entitled 
to enroll in the District. The District 
requires valid proof of residency during 
the registration process, and the District 
regularly commences investigations in 
order to confirm student residency.

Please be advised that the provision of 
false information during registration or 
at any time during a student’s enrollment 
in the District could constitute a crime, 
and the District will seek prosecution of 
any such crime to the fullest extent of 
the law.

Please be further advised that any non-
resident student who is discovered to 
be attending the District’s schools will 
be excluded from attendance consistent 
with District policy. In addition, the 
District reserves its right to recover 
from parents, legal guardians or other 
responsible parties the entire actual 
cost of educating a student, plus 
related costs such as investigative and 
attorneys’ fees, for the entire period that 
any non-resident child is enrolled in the 
District’s schools without authorization 
and/or under false pretenses. 

If you have any questions regarding 
the above, including any questions 
regarding the standards for determining 
whether a student is a legal resident of 
the District, please contact your child’s 
building principal.
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Family STEM Night at Alden Primary School

Primary School

Alden Primary School held its first-ever Family STEM Night 
on October 21. The event was filled with a variety of activities 
including a construction zone, demonstrations by the AHS 
Robotics Club, STEM challenges and student projects. In total, 
23 Kindergarten, first and second grade students designed and 
presented projects that they had completed at home. Project 
topics included solar powered cars, LEGO replicas, animal research 
projects and 3D printing. Our presenters did an amazing job 
sharing their knowledge with guests, and we couldn’t have been 
prouder of our Primary School students!



Extended Learning Opportunities 
Foster Students’ Growth
Students at the Primary School and Intermediate School have been invited to participate in 
extended learning opportunities being held after school this fall. The first fall session was 
from October 17-27 and the second fall session is from November 28 through December 8. 
Courses offered are provided by District teachers along with community organizations, such as 
the Buffalo Museum of Science and Challenge Island. The focus is on providing students with 
opportunities to foster growth and learning while building a strong sense of community. 

One activity during Challenge Island was for students to build rollercoasters. They used 
teamwork and problem-solving skills to adjust their designs so the marble could make it all  
the way through the track.

During camping in Alden, students built a solar oven to make s’mores. Students also took a 
hike, using their binoculars to solve math animal riddles. 

The Buffalo Museum of Science had students create their own volcanoes. The students used 
toy modeling dough to build the volcano around a beaker and then mixed ingredients to have 
their volcano erupt.

Additional opportunities will be available throughout the school year. Winter sessions will 
be offered starting in January. These learning opportunities are made possible through the 
American Rescue Plan Grant. We are seeking input as we continue to monitor and adjust  
our plans to support students. Please take a few moments to complete the survey at  
https://forms.office.com/r/U8jgKiCn4N. The survey will be open until December 6, 2022.

Multi-Sensory Learning in the 
Primary Grades
At Alden Primary School, teachers continue to explore new ways to incorporate multi-
sensory learning activities into their daily 
routines. Multi-sensory ELA instruction 
combines visual, auditory, kinesthetic and 
tactile activities to strengthen students’ 
development of early reading and writing 
skills. Tactile activities, those that use our 
sense of touch, are especially helpful as 
students practice newly learned phonics 
patterns and sight words. 

Kindergarten and first-grade teachers 
regularly incorporate tactile activities into 
literacy centers or small group activity 
stations. When students use their hands 
to manipulate and construct words, it can help focus their attention on the sequence of the 
letters they are using. 

Tactile learning activities are motivating and engaging to many children. Common 
examples include writing in shaving cream or sand trays, forming letters with modeling 
dough and using magnetic letters.
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Fifth Grade Students 
Enjoy Choral Experience
Fifth graders at Alden Intermediate School spent the fall 
developing their vocal skills as part of general music. They 
learned to sing the National Anthem as well as a brand-new 
Alden Intermediate School song. Both of these will be shared 
during the winter concert scheduled for December 7, when the 

chorus performs along with the fifth grade band. 

Classroom Studies  
Inspire Creativity
Classrooms at Alden Intermediate are fostering opportunities 
for students to be creative and think critically about tasks. For 
example, Madison S., from Ms. Hebert’s 4th-grade class, created 
a Lego masterpiece inspired by a prompt card to build something 
found outdoors. Additionally, the Intermediate School re-opened 
the Makerspace in mid-fall, which has been closed since 2020. This space encourages 
students to problem solve, think creatively and persevere through difficult challenges.

Intermediate School

Girls on the Run Develops 
Wellness, Life Skills
This fall, a group of 20 girls in grades 3-5 participated in Girls on the Run (GOTR). Led by 
Miss Glowny, Mrs. Hause and Mrs. Mitton, GOTR is a fun, evidence-based program that 
inspires all girls to build their confidence, kindness and decision-making skills. At each of 
the 16 practices, the girls worked hard to meet their running goals while also participating 
in dynamic lessons that instill valuable life skills, including the important connection 
between physical and emotional health. The season ended with a celebratory 5K run at 
Delaware Park in Buffalo on November 5. Each girl ran the 5K with a running buddy that 
included parents, extended family members and friends. Congratulations to everyone 
involved for a successful season!

Art Project 
Promotes 
Mindfulness
Students in grades 3-5 started off their 
school year in art 
with neurographic 
artwork. The 
goal of this 
style of artwork 
is to promote 
mindfulness and 
intentionality at a 
slow pace with low 
pressure during 
the art making 
process. This unit 
is an excellent way to build student 
confidence in the art classroom. Ask 
your child to teach you how to make a 
piece of neurographic artwork! Follow 
Miss Kotas on Instagram to stay up to 
date on what is going on in Art at  
@k5art_misskotas. 
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Program 
Helps Students 
Strengthen 
Character
The Middle School Character Education 
Program focuses on making connections 
and building relationships while 
strengthening character traits that are 
needed to promote the growth of 
well-rounded students. Our goal is to 
make connections, develop strategies to 
garner trust, encourage healthy mental 
health and create an environment 
where students feel comfortable to 
communicate. Our Character Education 
Committee members plan activities 
that help support our goals through 
weekly and monthly check-ins and 
check-outs. Time is set aside each week 
for conversations and discussions to 
take place that will educate students 
on how to be their best self. Selected 
students are recognized each month for 
exemplifying excellent character and are 
nominated to receive the distinction of 
Student of the Month.

Middle School
FACS Students 
Show Creativity 
With Sewing Projects
Our sixth, seventh and eighth-grade Family and Consumer 
Science (FACS) students have been very busy this school 
year with their sewing projects. Sixth graders learned how 
to hand sew and created their own unique felt monsters. 
Our seventh graders learned how to use a sewing machine. 
Pillowcases were a new project this year that our seventh 
graders made. Our eighth graders made a pillowcase 
backpack using the sewing skills they learned last year. 
Everyone did a great job and took pride in their work.
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Middle School
Alden Bulldog Council  
Builds School Spirit
This year, the Alden Bulldog Council (ABC) is led by Riley Wood 
as president, Claire Estrada as vice president, Chloe 
Frost as treasurer, Ceilia Olejniczak as secretary 
and Caitlynn Tyczka in the position of public 
relations. ABC meets at least once a month 
to work on a variety of projects. All students 
are invited and encouraged to attend 
the monthly meetings and activities. 
Information about meetings is on the daily 
announcements, on the second floor TV 
and in emails.

The students have done an excellent job brainstorming and planning new spirit days 
and fundraisers as well as activities for this school year. We will continue to support local 
charities throughout the year by holding various events such as pajama/hat days, spirit 
weeks, Socktober and the canned food drive. Some events will suggest a monetary 
donation. We are also planning to host our annual holiday themed competition, Holiday 
Follies. This is a series of minute to win it type games that promotes fun, friendly 
competition between the three grade levels. 

Our school community was excited to be participating in Socktober once again this year. 
During the event, we asked for donations of (new) socks, hats, gloves, scarves and soap 
throughout the month of October, with donations supporting The Buffalo City Mission.  
The homeroom that collected the most donations won a special breakfast. We also did 
a new project this year in November (in honor of Veteran’s Day) to benefit the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

We have had a few spirit days already this year and it was so much fun to see the students 
participate in the various themed days. Some of the themes included Red/White/Blue or 
Bills Day, Wear Orange Day, Unity Day and Pajama Day. We will also be hosting a couple of 
Fun Nights this year, with more information coming soon.

In honor of National Principal’s Month in October, the students were excited to show Mr. 
Smith how grateful they were for all he does at Alden Middle School. Students filled out a 
Padlet message with reasons they love our school along with things for which they wanted 
to thank Mr. Smith. Everyone had fun seeing all the responses from the students.

ABC is also looking for ways to work with younger students in grades 3-5. The students are 
always excited to demonstrate what a good leader and role model looks like and have a 
little fun at the same time. 

Lastly, we are also hoping to find a way to do our favorite major fundraiser, “Delay the 
Day,” again later this school year. All money collected will go to the charity selected by 
ABC. All students are encouraged to bring in spare change to be counted in homeroom. 
The day is delayed until all change has been counted. All money is donated to charity. 
More details will be shared as they are developed.
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Alden Middle School 
Drama Club Presents: 

Into the  
Woods, Jr.
Please support our hard-working Middle 
School Drama Club cast and crew by 
attending this year’s production, “Into 
the Woods, Jr.“ on January 19, 20 
and 21, 2023. Adapted for a younger 
production team and audience, this 
classic tale is appropriate for all ages.

You’ll love witnessing the stage come 
to life with beloved characters like 
Little Red Riding Hood and the Wolf, 
Rapunzel and Cinderella. The musical 
follows the story of a baker and his 
wife in their quest to have a child of 
their own. As the pair search for magic 
ingredients to a potion that will make 
their dreams of becoming parents a 
reality, they meet classic storybook 
characters who guide them on their 
journey.

You do not want to miss this show! 
Please head to the Alden Box Office to 
purchase tickets for “Into the Woods, Jr.“ 



Mrs. Fisher’s ninth-grade living environment class and tenth-
grade earth science class took advantage of some beautiful 
September weather to experience science outdoors. Living 
environment students were asked to take as many pictures 
as they could of their surroundings, to help them create a 
project showcasing their knowledge of ecology. Along the 
way, the class stopped to discuss ecological principles, such 
as competition (large trees shade the forest floor preventing 
smaller plants from thriving), feeding relationships (we 
noticed many more producers, such as trees, versus 
consumers), parasitic vines on trees, decomposers and their 
importance as well as the human impact on ecosystems 
(litter and man-made items on the trail).

Earth science students had a different objective. Our 
introductory unit involves refining metric measurement skills, 
density and graphing relationships. We also practice making 
observations and inferences. Students collected several 
items on the trail that could be used to practice these skills. 
This took the place of using standard classroom items.

Both classes used what they collected to complete a final 
project instead of a traditional paper and pencil test. 
This allowed for students to exercise personal choice and 
creativity.

High School
Students Explore the Science  
of the Joe Panza Nature Trail

AHS Student 
Selected for  
All-State Band
Every spring, the New York State School 
Music Association (NYSSMA) offers solo 
festivals across the 
state to students 
who wish to prepare 
a musical selection 
for adjudication. 
Sophomores and 
juniors who perform 
a selection from 
a list of the most 
difficult pieces can 
choose to be considered for selection to 
the All-State Band, Choir or Orchestra. 
Approximately 6,000 students audition 
for these performing groups, but 
from that number only about 600 are 
selected.

Based on the results of her audition, 
AHS junior Grace Leonard has been 
selected to perform with the 2022 
All-State Symphonic Band. A talented 
musician who plays both trumpet and 
French horn, Grace will be performing 
on horn at the NYSSMA Conference in 
Rochester this December at the Eastman 
School of Music. “This is really quite 
an accomplishment, at the same level 
of one of our athletes competing and 
placing at a state contest,” said AHS 
Band Director Bill Larrabee. “She’s a 
fantastic young musician.”

Domino Speaks 
at Conference
Mike Domino, Alden High School 
science teacher, was the keynote 
speaker at the 
first-ever Careers 
in Ed Conference 
sponsored by 
the WNY Teacher 
Preparation 
Committee 
and hosted by 
the University 
at Buffalo on 
October 18. Mr. 
Domino spoke to 
170 high school 
students from across the region about 
what it means to be a teacher.

Katelynn R., Mrs. Fisher, and Rachel N. stop for a quick picture while 
collecting specimens.

Edward the frog; released
when it was determined he
would be difficult to measure.

A crayfish was found near 
the creek.

A colorful visitor, believed 
to be a milk snake, gave 

the group a thrill near the 
end of the hike.
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Raising Awareness
In the month of October, High School students and staff united with leaders from the 
Youth Against Cancer Club to show support for the fight against breast cancer. Each 
Thursday in October, everyone was encouraged 
to wear pink and make a small donation to the 
club’s table to receive pink gear. The Youth 
Against Cancer Club is planning to use these 
donations to support the American Cancer 
Society’s Making Strides Against Breast Cancer 
campaign along with the club’s future awareness 
events. Thank you to everyone who helped us 
pink the school this month. Together we are 
stronger than cancer.

AHS National Honor Society 
Inducts New Members
In late October, the Alden High School chapter of the National Honor Society added 23 
new members in its annual induction ceremony.

Based on a cumulative grade average of their first two years of high school, students who 
academically qualify are invited to apply. During the application process, students must 
obtain recommendations and provide examples of their leadership, character and service. 
If selected, NHS members must continue to maintain high academic standards and agree 
to complete several hours of service in school and in the community.

High SchoolThe Alden 
Bulldog Express
is Back in Action
The High School’s Bulldog Express is a 
student-
run 
business 
selling 
breakfast 
items and 
snacks to 
the staff of 
the High 
School. 
Students 
work with 
the High 
School 
PTO to 
raise money to help fund scholarships. 
This unique work experience is a win-
win in many ways, as the students have 
the hands-on experience of running 
a business, the PTO raises money for 
student scholarships and breakfast items 
are purchased from within the Alden 
community. The smiles received by all 
are free of charge.



Bulldog Manufacturing Provides 
Students Skills, Opportunities
Bulldog Manufacturing is very excited to be up and running again for the 2022-2023 school 
year. To start off on the right foot, each department in Bulldog Manufacturing planned a 
team bonding exercise. The students had a lot of fun planning and participating in these 
exercises. They helped the students become closer, which has helped create an awesome 
work environment to start the year off strongly. 

High School

The fall season was very productive for Bulldog Manufacturing. The students started off 
strong with a fall sale highlighting some of their drinkware products. The design team made 
some new Bulldog designs for the products, and overall, the sale was a major success. All 
departments have some rookies learning the ropes, so the fall sale was a great way for 
trainees to adjust to this unique High School experience and to settle into their roles. 

The group also participated in the Alden Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition’s Trunk or 
Treat. This was a great way for the students to get involved in the community and get the 
Bulldog Manufacturing name out to our community. It was great to see all the kids dressed 
up and for our students to be able to interact with them all. This is always a great event that 
we look forward to annually.

Early in November, Bulldog Manufacturing hosted their annual open house for industry 
partners. Many business partners from across Western New York came to see the facilities 
and to talk to this year’s members. Many exciting opportunities surfaced and Bulldog 
Manufacturing looks forward to fostering these relationships moving forward. Industry 
partners were able to talk with students from all five departments, covering topics like 
specialized accounting structures, sales, communicating with customers, creating ads and 
campaigns, manufacturing and using equipment, engraving on products and making new 
designs. This was a great opportunity for our students to show off their everyday tasks to 
our partners. 

In addition to continuing their business relationship with Pfannenberg, the manufacturing 
and sales students officially started working with Integer and MOOG to help provide them 
with specific services and products. This is all possible due to the donations from industry 
partners which helped them acquire four manual mills at the end of last school year, as well 
as their continued support to promote manufacturing within the schools. These mills are 
used for many different projects and are now used to remove material and make precision 
products that students haven’t been able to make in the past. These items are especially 
helpful for the projects they are helping Integer complete. 

Bulldog Manufacturing is looking forward to another great year with new products, ideas 
and partnerships.
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High School 
Students 
Support  
Food Drive 
The High School Student Congress, 
in partnership with Feedmore WNY 
and the Buffalo Bills, participated in 
the Huddle for Hunger program this 
October. Students collected non-
perishable food items at home sporting 
events and brought food items into 
school to compete as a class for a 
prize. The juniors collected the most, 
bringing in more than 220 items as a 
class. Together as a school community, 
we were able to collect over 600 items 
to benefit food banks and food-insecure 
families across western New York. The 
students also organized a school spirit 
event to raise awareness and student 
support. Keep an eye out for the WACS 
news video about the students’ efforts.



Nominations are open!
Interested in nominating someone for the Wall of Fame? Please go to the Athletics Homepage and click on Wall of Fame link:  

www.aldenschools.org/Page/14709. The next induction ceremony will take place in 2024.  
All nominations are reviewed every two years by the Wall of Fame committee.

Miranda Daucher 
Class of 2013 
Volleyball, Basketball, Track & Field
To say Miranda Daucher dominated throwing 
circles as a member of the Alden Track & Field 
team might be an understatement. As a junior, 
she qualified for the New York State Track & Field 
Championships by taking first in Section VI in both 
the shot put and discus. As runner-up in the long jump, Daucher competed in three 
events at States. During her senior year, she took first place in shot and discus at every 
single dual meet. She qualified to compete at the NYS Championships once again in 
both the shot put and discus throw. While at States, she crushed her previous personal 
record in the discus throw by almost 10 feet. With a throw of 133’9”, she was crowned a 
NYS small school champion in the discus throw and snagged second overall amongst all 
private, large, and small school entrants. Additionally, she took eighth place in the shot 
put. Her school record in the discus throw beat the old record by more than 20 feet and 
stands to this day.

A dominant force on the basketball court, Daucher was frequently her team’s leader in 
scoring, rebounds and blocks. At the conclusion of her senior year, she held the seventh 
spot on Alden’s all-time female scoring board. Winning tournament MVP at many events 
during her career, she was a driving force on the court for the teams during her tenure.

Additionally, Daucher was an accomplished volleyball player, and was on the varsity 
team from her sophomore year. She earned second and first-team All-Division team 
honors during all three years at the varsity level.

Laura Kozub
Class of 2001 
Cross Country, Basketball, Track & Field 
Laura Kozub was a three-sport athlete at Alden Central School from 
1995-2001 where she participated in cross country, basketball and 
track & field. Laura’s basketball career earned her All-Conference 
Team as an individual and a conference team championship. Among 
her accolades was scoring the most three-pointers in a single game. 

Cross country and track & field are where Laura truly left her mark. 
She participated on the Conference Championship team for Alden 
from 1995-2000 and qualified for States in 1996, 1997, 1999 and 
2000. In the sport of track & field, she was once again part of the 

Conference Championship team from 1997-2001. Her 4x800m relay team was Sectional 
Champion from 1999-2001 and Laura qualified for the Empire State Games in the 
1000m and 1500 m runs. In 1999, her 4x800m relay team set the school record of 9:33.2 
which still stands along with her school record in the 3000m run of 10:15.7.
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Four Inducted Into Wall of Fame
Alden Athletics inducted the following candidates into the Athletic Wall of Fame on September 16. 

Dennis Kozub
Coach
High-energy coaching defined 
Coach Dennis Kozub, who 
led teams in swimming, JV 
girls basketball, volleyball, 
cross country and track & 
field at Alden Central School 
from 1977-2006. Coach Kozub’s coaching 
philosophy was to inspire athletes to do 
their best, which shines through clearly in his 
record. Kozub coached nine All-American 
cross country runners and 19 All-American 
athletes in track & field. During his tenure, 
Kozub successfully coached 44 championship 
teams in cross country and track & field. He 
created the Alden Bulldog Stampede Cross 
Country Invitational, which continues drawing 
teams from all over New York State and a 
few from neighboring states. The Stampede 
invites runners of all ages to participate, which 
includes an Apple Run for younger runners. 

Rick Penny
Community Member
Over the course of two 
decades, Rick Penny has been 
a fixture on the sidelines of 
Alden Central School’s JV and 
Varsity games, documenting 
our athletes in competition while interacting 
with coaches and players. His skill and passion 
as a photographer have been Alden’s gain, as 
he publishes his reams of photographs online 
for the Alden community to relive some of their 
favorite athletic memories. Additionally, Penny 
can be found attending musicals, concerts and 
other important events at Alden Schools and in 
the community.

Rick Penny represents the best part of Alden 
by capturing its community spirit through the 
eye of his camera lens.
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Fall Athletic Teams See Success and Growth
The fall season was successful for many of our teams. The weather cooperated for most of the season giving ideal playing conditions right 
up until the postseason. The athletic directors thank all of the coaches for giving our student-athletes their time and hard work to give 
them an opportunity to play interscholastic athletics.

The coach’s reflections are written below:

Varsity Volleyball 
Coach Kozub

This season, the Varsity Girls Volleyball 
team finished the season with an 8-6 record 
overall and 8-4 in league play. It was a 
true whole-team season with different girls 
leading in kills, assists, and digs. Kendall 
Shadle led the team in kills with 54, Grace 
Pache led the team in assists with 83 and 
Taylor Lorenc led the team in digs with 55. 
The girls went on to play East Aurora in the 
quarter-finals of the playoffs. This season 
was a season of growth and success. Great 
season, ladies! 

Varsity Girls Soccer
Coach Olaf

The Varsity Girls Soccer team finished 
their 2022 season with an 8-7-3 overall 
record and a 7-2-3 league record. The 
team was led in scoring by senior Savanna 
Scheifla and junior Jaclyn Principe, who 
both recorded 15 points on the season. 
Additionally, Emily Phillips recorded a 1.76 
GAA in the net. In sectional play, the team 
defeated Medina 5-0 to move onto the 
quarterfinals vs Allegany-Limestone, where 
eventually our season would come to an 
end. “The team played hard and we played 
as one,” one captain said as the team came 
off the field for the last time this season. We 
want to thank the fans, parents and grounds 
crew for their support and dedication to 
helping us achieve our goals this season.

Varsity Boys Soccer
Coach Turton

The Varsity Boys Soccer team earned their 
first division championship in 29 years 
with an undefeated 10-0 divisional record 
and 13-4-1 overall record. The season was 
defined by the defensive strength and 
unity of Jon Tenbroeck, Jordan Stec, Greg 
Wrest and Steven Loschiavo along with 
sophomore goalkeeper Kalen Czelusta, as 
they combined for 6 shutouts and allowed 
only 20 goals on the season. The team 
scored 72 goals on the offensive side with 
the biggest results from Caiden McCoy, 
Timothy Boucher, Nate Long, Joshua Yoerg, 
Kaden Kissell, and Alex Nuwer. Division 
IV All Stars were earned for first team: 
Caiden McCoy (F), Timothy Boucher (F), 
Joshua Yoerg (M) and Jonathan Tenbroeck 
(D); Second team: Quinn Grover (F), Alex 
Nuwer (M), Nate Long (M), Jordan Stec 
(D) and Gregory Wrest (D); Third team: 
Kaden Kissell (F), Jacob Klinski (D), Steven 
Loschiavo (D) and Kalen Czelusta (GK).

Varsity Girls Tennis
Coach Z. Stone

The Varsity Girls Tennis team is the 2022 
ECIC 4 Division Champions. The Bulldogs 
finished the season perfect in division 
play at 8-0. The team was led by Captains 
Grace Milks, Kayla Becker and Ava Dimao. 
All season, the girls worked hard and 
competed every day in matches and in 
practices. Throughout the year, many girls 
stepped up in big ways, including senior 
Sienna Wittmer, who always provided a 
spark in practice and was always the first 
to help out the new players. In match 
play, Kayla Becker and Ava Dimao went 
8-0 in the division for the singles team. 
For the doubles teams, Carlina Monin 
and Kayla Weglarski also finished 8-0 in 
division play. On top of the incredible team 
accomplishments, Kayla Becker, Emily 
Santacesaria and Taylor LaVarnway were all 
selected to the ECIC 4 All-Star team.

Varsity Cross Country
Coach Mancino

With all that comes with a change in the 
coaching staff, our Alden Bulldog Cross 
Country harriers have adjusted even 
better than Coach Staskiewicz and I could 
have expected. The coachability and 
determination that these Bulldogs possess 
allowed our training to provide them with a 
wide array of successes.

Ten of our 13 students raced to lifetime-
best five-kilometer cross country 
performances this season. These individual 
successes translated into yet another 
undefeated regular season for our boys and 
an improvement of five wins and one loss 
for our girls.

The boys defended their team title at 
the 27th West Seneca Cross Country 
Invitational and won the “Blue” division 
of the 36th Alden Bulldogs Cross Country 
Stampede for the first time since at least 
the 2005 fall season. They were the top 
ranked Section VI Small Schools Boys 
program nearly all season and are currently 
ranked among the best Class C boy’s 
programs in New York State.

The girls placed second at the 27th West 
Seneca Cross Country Invitational only due 
to the fact that the team did not have a 
sixth female Bulldog harrier actually tying 
for first in overall points at that competition. 
Despite only having five female members, 
the girls scored in every varsity contest this 
season. This is a notable feat in itself.

At the time this article was written, the team 
was looking forward to the Championship 
portion of the season and believe our best 
races are still ahead of us. Thank you to all 
of the family members and friends of the 
program that have helped this team be the 
best Bulldogs we could be all season.
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Varsity Cheerleading
Coach Retzlaff

The Varsity Cheerleading squad had a 
tremendous 2022 fall season. The team 
had a lot of fun cheering at football 
games and supporting their team from 
the sidelines. The squad’s gameday skills 
improved greatly over the season and 
made for very exciting stunting at games. 
The cheerleaders even had fun cheering 
on the Varsity Boys Soccer team. On the 
competitive side, the team did amazing and 
grew a lot over the course of their season. 
Cheer started strong with a second-place 
finish at the first competition of the season. 
They then followed by placing in the top 
three at ECICs. The team then competed 
at sectionals for the first time during a 
fall season, placing fourth out of nine 
teams. Cheer finished off the season at the 
Clarence Cheer Challenge, receiving their 
highest score of the season and finishing 
fourth in a super challenging division. Their 
performance was flawless and the team “hit 
zero.” Alden Varsity Cheerleading had a 
great 2022 Fall season!

Varsity Golf
Coaches Paul Casillo and Tim Frank

The Varsity Boys Golf team finished the 
season in first place and division champs 
with a 10-0 division record in the ECIC 
Small School North Division. Alden then 
faced East Aurora to decide who would 
represent the Small School Division at the 
ECIC Team Championship. In a closely 
contested match, East Aurora beat Alden 
by 8 shots. The starting lineup this year 
included sophomore Nate Jegierski, 
juniors Carter Speranza, Jack Rahuba, Enzo 
Riccione, and seniors Griffin Abbott, Riley 
Streit, Jack Syracuse, and John Weglarski.

Carter Speranza was the team’s scoring 
leader. Among all ECIC golfers, Carter was 
ranked 12th overall. Carter represented the 
team at this year’s ECIC Boy’s Golf League 
Individual Championship & Qualifier at 
Diamond Hawk and finished 14th out of the 
top 70 players, and he will represent Alden 
in the Section VI Championship in the 
spring of 2023. Three awards were given 
out this year to the following players: Riley 

Streit – The Letterman Award was awarded 
for exhibiting leadership on the team and 
being a role model for the team throughout 
the season; Carter Speranza – Most 
Valuable Golfer for playing in the number 
one position and playing consistent golf all 
season; Nate Jegierski – Most Improved, 
showing considerable improvement over 
last year’s performance.

Varsity Girls Swimming
Coaches Liz Osucha and Ann Pelitera 

At the beginning of the season, Alden 
brought back Gary Grant’s Alden Relays 
and it was a huge success! Alden plans on 
doing them for years to come in honor of 
Coach Grant. The girls had an amazing 
season with a record of 7-1, carrying an 
undefeated record until facing off with 
East Aurora. Isabel King broke the varsity 
record for the 100-yard backstroke with 
a time of 1:06.93. Skylar King broke the 
varsity record for the 50-yard freestyle 
this season with a sectional time of 25.58. 
Maddie Erhardt broke a pool record with a 
sectional time for the 100-yard butterfly of 
1:06.07. The team brought 15 swimmers 
to ECICs making the cut times and placing 
third as a team overall. At the time this 
article was written, the team will bring 
12 swimmers to Class C Championships 
and eight swimmers to sectionals to 
compete in the medley and freestyle relays. 
Congratulations to our seniors Maddie 
Erhardt, Anna Purpura, Izzy Czechowski, 
Jordan Strasser, Meghan Cole and Dakota 
Hammerling, for their years on the Varsity 
Swim team. Great Job, Bulldogs!

Varsity Football
Coaches Anthony Buono, Ken Stoldt and 
Mike Yelich

The Varsity Football program finished its 
regular season this year with three wins 
for the first time since 2017. This group of 
young men have truly set the foundation 
for our program moving forward. We were 
lucky enough to be invited as one of the 
four teams to participate in the Funke 
Bowl. As the season began, the team fell 
to an 0-4 start but came roaring back with 
a 3-game winning streak to turn the season 
around. Going into our Week 8 game vs 
Eden, we were in the playoff mix. In the 

fall of 2023, Alden football will return six 
offensive starters, including four of our 
five offensive linemen. Our season was 
led by senior captains Alex Wypij and Ben 
Meyer. These two young men are going 
to be hard to replace in the coming fall. 
There is a bright future ahead for Alden 
Varsity Football, and we are looking to 
pursue playoffs in the coming seasons. 
The perseverance of this group has set the 
stage for years to come!

JV Volleyball
Coach Alyssa Kling

The JV Girls Volleyball team’s season was 
one of great improvement. Big or small, 
each and every girl on this team developed 
their skills throughout this year. Overall, the 
squad went 10-4. The team worked hard 
both on and off the court, focusing their 
practice on mastering skills such as hitting 
and blocking footwork, setting technique 
and being quick and ready to move on 
defense. Off the court, this group was 
always loud and cheering on one another. 
A highlight of this season was their second 
match against Depew on October 7. Earlier 
in the season, the team lost to Depew 3-0. 
After that tough loss, the girls buckled 
down as a team, and worked hard during 
every practice. The teams had a rematch in 
our loud home gym, where the girls beat 
the Wildcats 2-1. It was a long and tough 
match, but each and every girl worked hard 
to achieve a memorable team win. Overall, 
this was a great season, and this team 
should walk away very proud of all they 
accomplished, both individually and as a 
group. Go Bulldogs!

JV Girls Soccer
Coach Tammy Whiteford

The JV Girls Soccer team ended their 
season with a 9-1-1 record. Throughout the 
season, the girls worked on ball control, 
their passing game and teamwork. As a 
team, they scored 31 goals in 11 games. 
Camryn Speranza and Ava Turnbull led the 
team in goals. Jessica Bauer and Claire 
Whiteford played strong on the outside and 
led the team in assists. Paige LaVarnway, 
Emily Lysiak, Adrianna Mangione and 
Megan Steblein supported the team 
and battled in many offensive positions. 
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JV Girls Soccer cont’d.

Between the three goaltenders, Emily 
Lysiak, Adrianna Mangione and Claire 
Whiteford, they had 9 shutouts and saved 
40 of 48 shots. Olivia Wery and Lydia Wrest 
played tough in the middle of the field and 
created many offensive opportunities. The 
defense was led by Sienna Scheifla with 
support from Mia Schwab, Bryce Lasker, 
Hailey Muff, Gwen Krieb, Marisa Loschiavo 
and Elena Rivera. The resilient effort of our 
players throughout the season and constant 
development made this a successful 
season. 

JV Boys Soccer
Coach Justin Luksch 

This year’s JV Boys Soccer team put in a 
lot of work to get themselves conditioned 
for a long season, with a very short bench. 
With three of the 14 players new to the 
sport, there was a quick learning curve to 
prepare for the season. This team did very 
well, going 5-1 in their division. The boys 
scored 27 goals while only allowing nine, 
with four shutouts between goaltenders 
Kalen Czelusta and Jacob Phillips. Joey 
Coia and Nate Jegierski were the goal 
leaders for the year, with Jack Doster, and 
Tyler Brania close behind. Ayden Daigler 
and Mason Mikula held down the defensive 
positions all year long, with Josh Klinski and 
Trey Grover covering the midfield. Scott 
Kraatz, Jack Meiler and Keaton Zaleski 
had the job of covering multiple positions 
throughout the year in support. Overall, the 
boys battled hard and had a near perfect 
divisional record to show for it. Great year, 
and good luck to those moving onto the 
varsity level next year.

JV Football
Coaches Rob Westmiller & Aaron Rybak

The JV Football Team returned to the 
gridiron this year after a number of years of 
absence. In its return, this year’s group did 
not disappoint, as the team amassed a 5-2 
record with one game left to play as of the 
writing of this article. This year’s team was 
led by sophomore captains Mason Urso, 
Ben Partell, Josh Kruk and Matt Waiss. 
Season highlights included three defensive 
shutouts led by sophomore defensive end, 

Owen Golas. Offensively, the Bulldogs 
averaged nearly 22 points per game. The 
future looks bright as next year’s team will 
return 11 players, including six starters from 
this year’s roster. 

Modified Volleyball
Coach Tim Stone

This fall’s Modified Volleyball team, 
comprised of all new girls aside from only 
two veteran teammates, had another 
winning season this year. The team finished 
in second place with nine wins and three 
losses. It all starts with off-season workouts, 
especially for a young and inexperienced 
team. With 95 percent of the team 
participating in summer workouts, the girls’ 
hard work on developing their serving and 
passing skills paid off as they were the best 
serving team in the league. 

Modified Girls Soccer
Coach Tim Kasper

The Modified Girls Soccer team has had 
a great season this year. At the time the 
article was written, the current record 
with two games to go was 4-2-1. The 
competition was close at almost every 
contest. Both losses were by a single goal, 
thanks to some great goaltending by the 
seventh and eighth grade duo of Taralynn 
Domres and Kara Partell. Seventh grader 
Sarah Wolf was also able to get some 
experience between the pipes this year. 
The team’s goal differential (including a 
partial game that was called due to thunder 
in the area) was 16 goals for and 12 against. 
Goals have come from captain Anya 
Holzman (five), Emma Weininger (four), 
Kendra McCoy and Elle Canzoneri (three 
each) and Lillian Engelhart (one). A large 
part of the offense was run through captain 
Zoey Turton, who was able to get the ball 
in deep and distribute to her teammates. 
The last two games on the schedule will 
be tough but the defensive unit should be 
ready to slow down the opposition.

Modified Boys Soccer
Coach Tim Kronenwetter

Reports of team growth this season for 
Modified Boys Soccer were well founded. 
The team finished 9-1-2. This year’s team 

was led by Adam Bauers with 16 goals. 
Second on the team was seventh grader 
Cole Fisher with six goals and a pile of 
plays made through the center of the 
field. The back line of Hayden McKibben, 
Logan Reidel and Liam McCarthy was very 
responsible in only allowing opponents to 
score five goals. At the time of this article, 
the team was up to six clean sheets and 
should end up with eight total. Great 
season!

Modified Cross Country
Coach Mike Fazio

The Modified Cross Country team had 
a fantastic season! Coach couldn’t be 
prouder of their achievements. The effort 
the team put forth during practice and 
races was always their best. This group 
was fun to coach. Christian B., Michael C., 
Kaelyn D., Katherine E., RJ F., Chloe G., 
Renee H., Gabe H., Von K., Yulia K., Kirk 
P., Aaron P., Allison S., and Scott W., thank 
you for your hard work and dedication. You 
made this season one to remember.

Modified Football
Coaches Mike Matecki and Jon Andreessen

The Modified Football team faced several 
obstacles early in the season, which slowed 
the natural progression of learning the 
game. However, by mid-season, most of the 
boys settled into our routine and started 
developing the skills necessary to help 
them become successful down the road. 
Brody Peresan, Aiden Phillips, Anthony 
Giardina-Miller, and Jordan Helms made 
huge contributions offensively, while Nate 
Williams and Andrew Wery played very 
well on the line of scrimmage. Jonas Jahn, 
Aiden Phillips, and Brody Peresan anchored 
the Bulldog defense by making several 
big plays. Padraig McGuire was our most 
improved player and worked his way into 
starting positions on offense and defense. 
It was a season of students learning the 
game, establishing and maintaining a solid 
work ethic and dedicating themselves to 
a sport that requires a great deal of time 
on and off the field. Many players made 
tremendous growth and I am very proud  
of them.
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Healthy Habits to Help Stop 
the Spread of Germs
The following tips and resources from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention will 
help you protect yourself and others from flu and help stop the spread of germs.

Employment 
Opportunities  
at ACS
Are you looking for a job, but need the 
hours to work around your child’s school 
day? Employment at Alden Schools 
could be just the thing for you! The 
Alden Central School District currently 
has openings in the following positions: 
Bus drivers, bus attendants, food service 
helpers, food service monitors, teacher 
aides and substitutes in all areas. The 
Buildings and Grounds Department is 
also seeking permanent, temporary 
and substitute workers for evening 
cleaning projects. Applications can be
 found on the District’s website at 
www.aldenschools.org. For more 
information, please contact Barb Rung 
at 937-9116, ext. 4176.

1. Avoid close contact. 
Avoid close contact with people who 
are sick. When you are sick, keep 
your distance from others to protect 
them from getting sick too.

2. Stay home when you are sick. 
If possible, stay home from work, 
school, and errands when you are 
sick. This will help prevent spreading 
your illness to others.

3. Cover your mouth and nose. 
Cover your mouth and nose with a 
tissue when coughing or sneezing. 
It may prevent those around you 
from getting sick. Flu viruses spread 
mainly by droplets made when 
people with flu cough, sneeze  
or talk.

4. Clean your hands. 
Washing your hands often will help 
protect you from germs. If soap and 
water are not available, use an alcohol-
based hand rub.

5. Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth.
 Germs can be spread when a person 

touches something that is contaminated 
with germs and then touches his or her 
eyes, nose, or mouth.

6. Practice other good health habits. 
Clean and disinfect frequently touched 
surfaces at home, work or school, 
especially when someone is ill. Get plenty 
of sleep, be physically active, manage 
your stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat 
nutritious food.

NOW HIRING


